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Provenance: 	The Swett-Tracy Family Papers were donated by the Plummer and Knoll families, descendants of John Swett. This is the fourth collection in a series of collections relation to the Swett-Tracy family. The first collection was donated by his son Frank T. Swett, ca. 1914 and additions were donated in September 1954 by Frank T. Swett and his daughters, Margaret S. Plummer and Elizabeth S. Knoll. The second collection (BANC MSS 99/175). The third collection is (BANC MSS Z-Z 107).

Size:	16.4 linear feet (14 cartons and 3 oversize volumes)

[bookmark: _Hlk46957310]Access:	Access to this collection is restricted.

Copyright:	The Swett-Tracy Family Papers are the physical property of the Bancroft Library. Literary rights, including copyright, in the unpublished writings contained in this collection have been dedicated to the public.

Permission:	Permission to publish material from the collection must be requested in writing from the Head of Public Services, The Bancroft Library.

Preferred Citation: 	Swett-Tracy Family Papers, BANC MSS 91/206
The Bancroft Library, University of California Berkeley.





John Swett
BANC MSS 91/206

1830	July 31 – Born in Pittsfield, NH

1852	Travelled to California to prospect for gold.

1862	Married Mary Louise Tracy

1863	March 9 – Daughter, Emelie Tracy Y Swett Parkhurst

1863-1867	January 3 – December 2 – served as the (CA) Superintendent of Public Instruction

1868	October 1 – Son, William Russel Swett

1869	November 22 – Son, Frank Tracy Swett

1870	July 20 – Son, Walter Harper Swett

1870-1873	Deputy Superintendent of the San Francisco Public Schools

1873-1876	Principal of the Denman School

1875	April 7 – Daughter, Helen Swett

1876-1889	Principal of the Girls High School (San Francisco)

1879	August 1 – Son, John French Swett

1890	Elected as Superintendent of the San Francisco Public Schools

1913	August 22 – Died in Alhambra Valley, CA.

	Membership and Professional Affiliations
1863	Founding member the California Educational Society 

Member	National Union Party (by 1863)
	Freemason (by 1962)
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	The papers in Swett-Tracy family collection span more than 200 years from 1698 to 1944. The materials consist of letters, scrapbooks, diaries, and documents that have been arranged in six series. The first three series are arranged by individual family. with the fourth series holding some Tracy family papers and the fifth series containing ephemera from the Swett family. The last series holds primarily photographic content of the Swett family.

	The bulk of the material centers around correspondence of John Swett, his wife Mary Louise Swett, and their children (1860-1939). In addition, there are diaries of the eldest daughter Emelie Tracy Y Swett Parkhurst. The collection contains a memoir written by John Swett. The second series and to a lesser degree the first series contain materials pertaining to the subject of public education. The third series consists of valuable historical documents of civic and charitable organizations contributed by (daughter) Helen Swett from her involvement with the Red Cross, the Public Welfare League, the East Bay Housewives League, the California Cooperative Council, the Alameda County Housing Council for Girls and Women, and the Consumer Cooperative.

	The bulk of the Swett-Tracy family papers (series four) deals with personal and professional lives of the various members of the Swett and Tracy households. Much of these materials relate to Frederic P. Tracy (an older relative of Mary Louise Swett nee Tracy) and includes Tracy family genealogy and a ledger from Frederic’s law practice in San Francisco. Among these papers is the oldest document in this collection—a Census of the Mohican Native Americans in New London, CT (1754). The fifth series contains various ephemera from the Swett family including records and artifacts of their relationship with John Muir and his family. The fifth series also includes a letter with insights into the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.

The Swett-Tracy family collection also includes insights concerning the lives of women in the late 19th century and the early 20th century through the correspondence of the matriarch, Mary Swett, and her two daughters, Emelie Swett and Helen Swett. Among the men who have contributed to this collection are John Swett, Eben Swett (John Swett’s father), Frank Swett (son), John French Swett (son), Willian Russel Swett (son), and John Muir.

	The provenance of these papers, then defines the scope of this collection. The collection preserves the history of charitable organizations of the Bay Area and public education, and the histories of the Swett and Tracy families. This collection is of considerable value to researchers.

See also the following related collection in the University Archives:
BANC MSS. C-B 352: John Swett papers
BANC MSS. 99/175 c: John Swett and Son records
BANC MSS. 69/37 c: California agricultural cooperatives: typed transcript of interviews with Frank Tracy Swett.
BANC MSS. C-B 363: Helen Swett letters to her fiancée, Charles E. Schwartz.
BANC MSS. Z-Z 107: Tracy family papers
BANC MSS. 95/123 c: Materials relating to the Swett family typescript
Swett-Tracy Family Papers.
BANC MSS. 91/206

The Swett-Tracy Family Papers consist of six major series:
1) Mary Swett Papers; 2) John Swett Papers; 3) Helen Swett Papers; 4) Tracy Family Papers; 5) Swett Family Papers; 6) Swett Family Photographs. The papers range in this collection range from 1754-1944.

Each series is arranged by author and filed in accordance with original order.

Series I: Mary Swett Papers; 1850-1917 (Boxes 1-3)
This series contains correspondence with various individual, which have been arranged by the donor in manila envelopes by correspondent. The bulk of the correspondence falls between the dates of 1960s-ca. 1909 and also included in this series are diaries from Emilie Tracy (1960s-1909s) and documents from the Pacific Cost Women’s Press Association (ca. 1892-1914).

Series II: John Swett Papers; 1864-1944 (Boxes 3-5)
This series includes teaching materials on the subject of English, poems and a memoir by John Swett, a speech by Eben Swett, ag reference materials and publications, two scrapbooks of postcards, a travel log (1850s), business documents, and the correspondence of John Swett—the bulk of which falls between the dates of 1890-1913—including correspondence relating to his death. Correspondence between John French Swett (son of John Swett) and Frank Swett (circa. 1941-1942) is also included in this series due to its arrangement by the donor in Box 4.

Series III: Helen Swett Papers; 1910s-1930s (Boxes 6-10)
This series contains documents contributed by Helen Swett from charitable organizations including the Red Cross, the Public Welfare League, the East Bay Housewives League, the California Cooperative Council, Alameda County Housing Council for Girls and Women, and the Consumer Cooperative. Membership cards and hospital notes accompany these documents.

Series IV: Tracy Family Papers; (1754-circa 1850) (Boxes 11-12)
This series includes papers contributed by both Frederic P. Tracy (Box 11) and Mary Louise Swett nee Tracy (Box 12). Frederic P. Tracy’s contribution includes his journal and travel diaries (1836-1839) scrapbooks—one titled “Letters from Europe” (circa 1847), Tracy family genealogy, and a ledger from his law practice in San Francisco (circa 1850). Among them is a census for the Mohican Indians in New London, CT (1754). The papers related to Mary Swett include legal papers, correspondence, autobiographs, biographical sketches.

Series V: Swett Family Papers; (1867-1893) (Box 13)
This series contains records of the Swett family’s relationship with John Muir and his family. The series also includes insights into the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, a Frank Swett certificate (1890), business documents, and a book about history of Toddington, Gloucester.

Series VI: Swett Family Photographs; n.d. (Box 14)
This series contains photographs of the Swett family members (some stored in photo albums).
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